STATE OF CALIFORNIA—-HEALTH AMD WELFARE AGEMCY

DEPARTMENT OF S0CIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 4us5-7280
April 10, 1981

ALL=COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE I-51~8]

T0: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: APSB INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP

REFERENCE:

The Office of Services to the Blind of the State Department of Social Services
will be conducting a one day regional conference on Aid to the Potentially
Self-Supporting Blind (APSB) on April 28, 1981, in Los Angeles and May 12, 1981,
in San Francisco. This workshop will provide an exchange of information between
the State and local levels as well as other state agencies and community based
organizations regarding issues pertinent to services to blind individuals.

The agenda for this meeting will include an overview of the current APSR program,
and a discussion of the 3SI/SSP Self-Support Plan, There will also be short
presentations by a Rehabilitation Counselor for the Blind, a Social Worker, sand
& Representative from Sensory Aids Foundation who will discuss their roles and
how they relate to comprehensive services through interagency cooperation.

Due to the relevancy of these issues to the local servicing of visually impaired
individusls, we strongly urge that all counties participate by having the
Designated Worker(s) for the Blind and their Supervisor{s) attend.

Southern counties including San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino are en-
couraged to attend the workshop in Los Angeles on Tuesday, April 28, 1981, in
the Auditorium at 107 South Broadway.

All northern counties are invited to attend the workshop in San Francisco on
Tuesday, May 12, 1981, at 350 McAllister, Room 1194, in the General Services
Building. There is ample parking in both locations for a fee.

If you have any questions or need additional information, plesse call Lynda
Bardis or Donna Brown at {916) L45-7280.
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We would appreciate knowing how meny staff will be attending from your county.
Please return the following form to Lynda Bardis, Chief, Office of Services
to the Blind, 7hl "P" Street, Mail Station 5-134, Sacramento, California 9581k,

as soon as possible,

3incerely,

Y, ) -' .
Director

Attachment

ces CWDA

e e e e B R R .

Staff Members Will Attend The Workshop In:

Los Angeles

' ] San Francisco




9:00 AM

9:30 AM

10:00 AM

11:45 AM

1:30 M

3:00 PM

3:30 PM

L:30 M

¥

Agenda

ATID TO THE POTENTIALLY SELF-SUPPORTING BLIND
What It Is And How It Works

An Informational Workshop Offered By The
QFFICE OF SERVICES TO THE BLIND
State Department of Social Services

Los Angeles
Tuesday, April 28, 1981, 107 South Broadway
Auditorium

" S8an Francisco
Tuesday, May 12, 1981, 350 McAllister, Room 1194
General Services Ruilding

REGISTRATION

Welcome and Opening Session
Lynda Bardis, Chief, Office of Services to the Blind,
State Department of Social Services.

"Everything you wanted to know about APSB but didn't know
whom to ask.”
Lynda Bardis, Chief, (Qffice of Services to the Blind,
State Department of Social Services,

Donna Brown, SSC I, Office of Services to the Blind,
State Department of Social Services,

LUNCH

"Plans for Self-Support - SSI/SSP or APSB . . . Which is better
for your client?"

Joe Kimmel, Program Consultant of the SSI-S8DI Program,
State Department of Rehabilitation.

BREAK

"What s happenlng in the communlty? Working together for the
client."
Elenaz Horwedel, Rehabilitation Counselor for the Blind,
gtate Department of Rehabilitation.

Mary Hilton, Consultant for the Blind - Los Angeles County,
Department of Social Servxces

Barbare Hellmuth, Division Director, Social Services Adult
and Family Services - Alameda County.

Sheron Connor, Vocational Specialist Trainer - Sensory Alds
Foundation, Palo Alto.

ADJOURNMENT




STATE OF CALIFORMIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGEMCY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916} 322-3141

April 8, 1981
ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE I- 50-81

. T0: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: 55 OFFICE OF REFUGEE SERVICES

REFERENCE: pey g0-29, MAY 13, 1980 AND ACIN I-54-80, MAY 28, 1980

The purpose of this letter is to outline the organization and responsibilities
of the Office of Refugee Services (ORS) in the Department of Social Services
{DSS) and to provide County Welfare Departments (CWDs) with information about
support services being provided to Indochinese refugees during Federal Fiscal
Year {FFY) 1981 (October 1, 1980 through September 30, 1981) by agencies other
than CWDs.

Office of Refugee Services

ORS was established in response to the enactment of the Refugee Act of 1980
(Public Law 96-212). Tnis office centralizes responsibility for management of
refugee assistance programs into a single component within DSS to provide
greater assistance to CWDs in the administration of the Refugee Resettlement
Program and the proposed Cuban/Haitian Entrant Program. The Chief of ORS,

Ms. Jo Frederick, reports directly to the Director, DSS. An organization chart
is attached {Attachment 1). Effective immediately, with the exceptions noted
on the attached chart, CWDs are requested To address questions concerning the
administration of refugee programs and other programs related to refugees or
Cuban/Haitian entrants to:

Ms. Jo Frederick, Chief
Office of Refugee Services
Department of Social Services
744 P Street, M/S 17-09
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916) 322-3141

Refugee Support Services

It has not been possible in the past for all CWDs to meet all of the needs of
Indochinese refugees for support services. Therefore, DSS has contracted with
agencies other than CWDs for the provision of complementary suppori services to
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Indochinese refugees during FFY 1981, These agencies include the State Depart-
ment of Education and the State Department of Mental Health, which are pro-
viding child day care services and mental health services, respectively, to
Indochinese refugees through subcontracts with other organizations. Attached
is a list of support service providers (Attachment 2}. ORS is prepared to
assist CWDs and these providers to coordinate their activities in order to
ensure that the full range of services is made available to ail eligible
Indochinese refugees and to eliminate any duplication.

The rapid attainment of refugee seif-support and self-sufficiency is primarily
the result of CWDs, public and private agencies, and individuals committed to
providing resettlement opportunities at the local Jevel. ORS' goai is to help
CWDs and other providers of refugee support services in the continued success
of this effort.

A copy of the state's plan for Refugee Assistance and Services is enclosed for
your information. Please contact Ms. Frederick and the ORS staff if you have
any guestions or concerns about the resettiement of refugees in California or
the administration of the Refugee Resettlement Program.

Sincerely,

ROBERT ROWLE
Chief Deputy Director
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